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The Book of Esther: Lesson One 
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September 12


Lesson Text: Esther 1:1-2:23
Lesson Theme: Providence
Introduction

I placed 10 letters on the wall. I am going to point to each letter and as I do I’d like you to say the letter in unison (which means together) in a whisper. Now that we’ve identified the letters of this word, I’d like to know if anybody can:

· Read the word? (the word is PROVIDENCE)

· Share the definition of the word? 

Thank you for your help and ideas. I want to show you a little video to help us better understand the meaning of providence
. 

(Video)

The little puppet is called a marionette.  A marionette puppet is controlled from above by hard to 
see strings so that the puppet looks alive and independent (show the video portion where we see 
strings and the video where we do not see strings).  Providence is God’s control of everything, 
everywhere, all the time so that His plan happens!   


Why did the little puppet magician make his moustache disappear? The puppeteers’ plan


Why did the Israelites live in Egypt for 400 years? The Creator God’s plan 

In the Book of Esther readers of the Bible learn about God’s providence.  Remember, providence is God’s control of everything, everywhere, all the time so that His plan happens! In this little book we see God in control of everything, everywhere (and even everyone), all the time so that His plan happens.  Now let’s get into the story so that we can see God’s providence. 

PROVIDENCE
God’s control of everything, everywhere, all the time so that His plan happens

Important Background Facts (that frame God’s Providence in Esther)
· God made a BIG promise to Abraham

12:1 The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your country and your people. Leave your father’s family. Go to the land I will show you.
2 “I will make you into a great nation.
    I will bless you.
I will make your name great.
    You will be a blessing to others.
3 I will bless those who bless you.
    I will put a curse on anyone who calls down a curse on you.
All nations on earth
    will be blessed because of you.”
Genesis 12:1-3 (NIRV)

15:1 Some time later, Abram had a vision. The Lord said to him,
“Abram, do not be afraid.
    I am like a shield to you.
    I am your very great reward.”
2 But Abram said, “Lord and King, what can you give me? I still don’t have any children. My servant Eliezer comes from Damascus. When I die, he will get everything I own.” 3 Abram continued, “You haven’t given me any children. So a servant in my house will get everything I own.”
4 Then a message came to Abram from the Lord. He said, “This man will not get what belongs to you. A son will come from your own body. He will get everything you own.”
5 The Lord took Abram outside and said, “Look up at the sky. Count the stars, if you can.” Then he said to him, “That is how many children you will have.”
Genesis 15:1-5 (NIRV)

· God sent Jesus as the seed of Abraham through which blessing would come
8 Long ago, Scripture knew that God would make non-Jews right with himself by believing in him. He announced the good news ahead of time to Abraham. He said, “All nations will be blessed because of you.” 

16 The promises were given to Abraham. They were also given to his seed. Scripture does not say, “and to seeds.” That means many people. It says, “and to your seed.” That means one person. And that one person is Christ.
Galatians 3:8, 16 (NIRV)
· The events in Esther take place between the time of Abraham and Jesus (show chart)!
· The events in Esther take place in Persia’s capital Susa
· The Persian empire controls all the land where Jewish people live

· The main characters in Esther: 
· Ahasuerus (the king also known as Xerxes)
· Vashti (the queen hat disobeyed)
· Mordecai (the caring cousin who saved the king)
· Esther (the secretive Jewess that became queen)
· Haman (the king’s helper that wanted to kill the Jews)
The Introductory Story: The Many Faces of Persia’s King
(Esther 1:1-9)

The King of Persia shows a proud face

King Ahasuerus inherited a great empire from his father, Darius the Great.  During the third year of his reign as king, Ahasuerus organized a banquet for the princes, nobles, governors and generals from all 127 provinces of his empire (show map again).  The banquet lasted six months.  The Bible tells us that he planned the banquet to show people:

“…the riches of his royal glory and the splendor and pomp of his greatness…” (1:4)

After 180 days (six months) the banquet for the dignitaries ended.  But, if you can believe it, another banquet started immediately!  To the second banquet, which lasted only seven days, the king invited everybody who lived in Susa (“people both great and small”).  The people of Susa saw the beauty of the king’s palace and they tasted generosity (food and wine) from his riches.  Without a doubt, the people of Susa enjoyed the king’s kindness and marveled at his riches!  King Ahasuerus stood before the people proudly.  He made them happy.  He gave them good stuff from his bounty.  He knew he was a great man! 

(Esther 1:10-22)

The King of Persia shows an angry face

King Ahasuerus had shown Persia’s nobles and Susa’s citizens all his greatness.  Everybody marveled.  The second banquet was almost over.  As the king stood proudly before the people he thought, “I can show the people one more glorious thing that belongs to me; one more thing that shows I am greater than any man in Persia!”

The king sent seven trusted attendants to give his queen; Queen Vashti, a message. Ahasuerus sent a simple message: “Come appear with the royal crown upon your head so that everyone may see your beauty.” We do not know why, but the queen said, “No!”  The Bible tells us, 

“…the king became enraged, and his anger burned within him.” (1:12) 
So the king’s countenance changed from proud to angry.  He asked seven advisors (seven different men) for advice. One advisor, named Memucan, stated, 

1. The queen did wrong to the king and to all men in Persia

2. The queen’s behavior could cause wives all over the empire to rebel against their husbands

3. The king must take the honor of being queen away from Vashti and give the honor to another 

The king followed Memucan’s advice.  The king decreed a law and sealed it with his royal signet ring.  Messengers on fast horses rode to the farthest reaches of the empire to announce the law in everyone’s own language.  The king’s attendants took Vashti’s crown and put her in the king’s harem.

(Esther 2:1-4)

The King of Persia shows a sad face

What has happened so far?  The king sponsored a banquet to show a proud face and the king deposed (the word means removed) the queen with an angry face.  Listen carefully to the words of Esther 2:1, 

Later, the anger of King Xerxes calmed down. Then he remembered Vashti and what she had done. He also remembered the royal order he had sent out concerning her. 

Most people that write about the Bible’s meaning (we call them commentators) believe that King Ahasuerus (also called Xerxes) began to miss his special wife and queen Vashti.  It is thought that the king, after four years of battle against Greece came home tired and wanted to see his special gal.  The king’s face was sad.

Once again, the king’s advisors come to the rescue.  The men concoct a plan to find a new queen.  Men were appointed all over the empire to find beautiful women to bring them to capital city of Susa.  All the women would be gathered into a harem and the woman that best pleased the king would become the queen (2:4). 

(Esther 2:5-18)

The King of Persia shows a happy face

Many, many young women from all over the empire (India to Ethiopia) were brought to Susa.  But the Bible focuses in on one particular woman named Hadassah. You probably know her by the name of Esther. Esther is a cousin to a man named Mordecai.  Esther’s parents were not alive or lived someplace else and could not take care of her.  Esther was a beautiful woman.  The king’s officers took her to the king’s palace to contest for the position of queen. Mordecai and Esther were Jews; which means, they were a part of the nation that came from Abraham.  Mordecai told Esther before she went to the king’s palace, “Do not make known your Jewishness or your kindred!” Esther obeyed her cousin and told nobody that she was a Jew. 

Well, at every turn during her time in the palace Esther found favor.  The man in charge of the ladies preparation for seeing the king favored her.  He gave her the best food and the best advice.  The day came for Esther to see the king.  The Bible tells us, 

16 She was taken to King Xerxes in the royal house...17 The king liked Esther more than he liked any of the other women. She pleased him more than any of the other (women). So he put a royal crown on her head. He made her queen in Vashti’s place.
The new queen made the king extremely happy and he organized a banquet (2:18)!  At this banquet, held in Esther’s honor,  the king forgave debts and gave special gifts to people from his royal treasury. 

(Esther 2:19-23)

The King of Persia shows a relieved face

The king made decisions that people disliked; even people that worked for him in the palace.  One day, Mordecai (the queen’s cousin) sat in the king’s gate (which was his job).  He sat next to two men, named: Bigthan and Teresh.  Mordecai overheard them talking.  The two men, angry with the king, created a plan to kill Xerxes.  Mordecai immediately told Esther who immediately told the king.  Mordecai saved the king’s life.  Again we read in the Bible (2:23), 

23 Some people checked Esther’s report. And they found out it was true. So the two officials were put to death…All of that was written in the official records. It was written down while the king was watching. 

Conclusion
We’ve noted the five faces of King Ahasureus during tonight’s study of Esther.  The faces are:

· Xerxes showed a proud face
· Xerxes showed an angry face
· Xerxes showed a sad face
· Xerxes showed a happy face
· Xerxes showed a relieved face
We started our evening talking about providence which means…
PROVIDENCE

God’s control of everything, everywhere, all the time so that His plan happens

…and we finished the evening talking about the faces of Ahasuerus.  What do these two subjects have to do with one another?  Listen to one more verse:
The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord.
    He directs it like a stream of water anywhere he pleases.
Proverbs 21:1 (NIRV)
Now you see the connection! God who controls everything, controlled King Xerxes’ heart.  God wanted Esther to be queen (we do not know why yet) so our Sovereign Lord controlled everything and everyone all the time so that it would happen.  God is in control! 

God controls the kickball game score during recess.  God controls the size of tomatoes in a garden. God controls the decisions of a President of the United States.  God will do what He desires. God desires what is good for us.  We can trust God! 












� The video is Carl Ballantine’s “Greatest Magician in the World” Puppet. 
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